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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

78 Main Street, Hudson, MA 01749

(978) 562-2948
Paul Byrne, Chairman ____   ​​​​​​​​_______ Joseph Rodrigues ___________________Marianne Iarossi    

David Mercer  _______W. Minot Wood_____________Emilie Schuler_________Catherine Childs
Meeting Minutes
November 3, 2016
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by chair Paul Byrne
Roll Call: Paul Byrne, David Mercer, Joe Rodrigues, Marianne Iarossi, Emilie Schuler
Staff: Pam Helinek
Public Hearings
261 Central Street, Continued NOI, DEP 190-0599
Present: Steve Poole
Paul Byrne suggested holding off on issuing the COC for the original OOC, 190-0470, until all work is completed, since the storm water management required for the first OOC will be done under the second OOC.  Joe Rodrigues requested that the trenches and drywell in the backyard be eliminated and that infiltrators be installed under the parking area instead.  Pam Helinek pointed out that this change will also require updates to the O&M Plan.  Paul Byrne moved to continue the hearing until Nov 17 at 7:00 to allow the applicant to re-design the storm water system.  Second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 5-0-0.
Administrative Business

14 Elizabeth Road, Request to cut trees
Present: Darrin and Kellie Woods
The applicants requested to cut two large oaks which are very close to their house.  They propose to plant native trees further from the house.  The house and trees are in the Buffer Zone to Fort Meadow Reservoir, at the top of a steep incline, about 45 feet from the bank.  Paul Byrne moved to grant administrative approval for the tree removal, with the conditions that the stumps are ground but the roots are not disturbed, and that a planting plan is submitted in the spring.  Second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 5-0-0.
Update - Highland Commons, EO, DEP 190-0481

Pam Helinek spoke to Executive Assistant Tom Moses about meeting with the Board of Selectmen to discuss the future of Tripps Pond.  The Commission can be on the BOS agenda for Dec 5.  Paul Byrne also spoke with Tom Moses and discussed putting the question to Town Meeting in May as a non-binding referendum.  Benderson Development asked if the Commission wants VHB to study the option of removing the dam and dredging the stream channel.  The Commission would like VHB to study all three options – dredging the entire pond, dredging the forebay, and dredging the stream channel – before presenting to the BOS.
Minutes – Paul Byrne moved to accept the minutes for Oct 6, 2016 and Oct 20, 2016.  Second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 5-0-0. 
Update – Proposed Wetlands Bylaw 

Pam Helinek reported that the Finance Committee met to review all the warrant articles and had a split vote on the Wetlands Protection Bylaw, 2-2-1.  She would have attended to answer questions about the bylaw but was not notified of the meeting.

Update – Conservation Land

The Community Preservation Commission has administratively granted the funds to flag the wetlands and survey the easement to Gerwick Conservation Land.  The wetlands will be flagged this week and the survey completed after that.  The CPC also granted up to $15,000 to design the parking area and public access through the easement.  Pam Helinek has requested Town Counsel to help change the wording in the Easement Grant to allow 6 parking spots on the westerly end, to replace the current language allowing up to 4 spots on the easterly end.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM.
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